56                      MAHIE ANTOINETTE.

The rehearsals began under the direction of one
of the best actors of the Com^die FranQaise, Dazin-
conrt, who had just made a great hit in the " Marriage
of Figaro." It was during these preparations that the
first rumors of the affair of the necklace reached the
Queen. Marie Antoinette had summoned Madame
Campan to the Little Trianon, and was rehearsing
the part of Rosina with her when she heard from her
of the horrible drama and the inconceivable enigma
which was soon to fire all France with curiosity and
wrath.

It was like a thunderbolt. The Queen perceived
at a glance into what an abyss of calumny and dis-
grace her cowardly enemies were trying to hurl her.
But she did not lose heart. She saw that to abandon
the play, which had been announced, would be to
confess her guilt and show her alarm. Far from
countermanding the play, she continued to direct the
preparations without a pause. August 15, 1785, the
festival of the Assumption, the Cardinal de Rohan,
Grand Almoner of France, was arrested, in his pon-
tifical robes, just as he was about to ascend to the
altar in the chapel of the palace of Versailles. Four
days later, Marie Antoinette played Rosina in the
"Barber of Seville."

Beaumarchais was present. The part of Figaro
was taken by the Count of Artois ; that of Almaviva,
by the Count of Vaudreuil ; Bartholo, by the Duke
of Guiche; Bazile, by M. de Crussol. "The few
spectators admitted to this performance," writes